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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 3-77)

Hagerstown Trust Company Building circa 1890s
75-83 West Washington Street

Hagerstown

Washington County, Maryland

Extensively altered and enlarged over the years, the
building originally had a Romanesque influenced exterior with
Medievalish sculptured faces, decorative brickwork, and a high,
rock-faced stone foundation, It was probably erected about the
1890s for the private banking firm of Eavey, Lane and Company.

In 1908 the property was acquired by the Maryland Surety and Trust
Company which is believed to have enlarged the original building
with a one floor extension along West Washington Street. The
present facade of red brick was applied in 1975-1976 during an
extensive renovation program which included expansion by the
Hagerstown Trust Company into the burned hulk of a commercial
building to the east.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hagerstown Trust Company Building stands at 75-83 West Washington
Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, and is located in the western quarter
of the block formed by Public Square and Summit Avenue with Court Place, an
alley, running along the western boundary.

The building is an extensively altered and enlarged, circa 1890s brick
commercial structure to which the present red brick facade and large, recessed
eastern extension were added in 1975-1976. It consists of a large, three
story structure with a chamfered northwest corner and lower wings projecting
to the east along West Washington Street and to the south along the alley. The
first floor has round arch windows, three along the west elevation and two
along the north side, and entranceways located in the chamfered corner, the
east side of the b]ock abutting the street, and in the north elevation of the
recessed east portion. Architecturally, the building has Tittle of the
original character which the exterior retained up until the 1975-1976
renovations.

The building originally consisted of the three story block with the two
story wing projecting to the south. The one story addition which also abuts
the street was probably added after 1908. The original exterior displayed a
strong Romanesque influence and was characterized by five round arch windows
on the first floor (which are still there), decorative brick work, corbels and
belt courses, sculpture panels, and six Medievalish sculptured heads
terminating the bottoms of the corbels. An oriel window projected from the
second story above the doorway in the chamfered end and the first floor window
and doorways had broad surrounds with dentil-like trim. A high foundation wall
of rock-faced stone stretched along the north and west elevations of the main
block. 1In the renovations, the sculptured heads were cut out and the decorative
brickwork was chiseled off.

The sculptured faces were quite interesting. Some were smiling, some

frowning, and another had a general look of disdain. These heads were to be
salvaged by the bank for display at a later date.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

streetscape of this section of West Washington Street.

The Hagerstown Trust Company Building is a prominent element of the

Terminating the row

of commercial structures to the east, the building prevents these structures
from visually overpowering the 1872- 1874 Second Empire style Washington

County Courthouse which stands to the west with a small,

frontal plaza. Its

functional role is accentuated by the first story round arch windows which
creates a rhythm of lines leading along the street, around a chamfered corner,
and back an alley to the building line of the courthouse.

and Company.

Extensively altered and enlarged over the years, the building originally
had a Romanesque influenced exterior with Medievalish sculptured faces,

decorative brickwork, and a high, rock-faced stone foundation,
probably erected about the 1890s for the private banking firm of Eavey, Lane

It was

In 1908 the property was acquired by the Maryland Surety and

Trust Company which is believed to have enlarged the original building with a

one floor extension along West Washington Street.

The present facade of red

brick was applied in 1975-1976 during an extensive renovation program which
included expansion by the Hagerstown Trust Company into the burned hulk of a
commercial building to the east.

Eavey, Lane and Company was formed by Henry T. Eavey (18

-1903) and

Charles T. Lane (1848-1916) and was successor to Hoffman, Eavey and Company
which evolved out of W. W. Hoffman and Company founded by W. W. Hoffman

(1835-1881) and his brother Joseph T. Hoffman.
%he Hoffmans.
11,

to Hagerstown's architectural heritage.
Colonial front typifies the reluctance of many Americans to accept late
nineteenth century architecture as a valid segment of our heritage.

1182) and A History of Washington County (I,

Eavey was a brother-in-law to
For biographical information, see History of Western Maryland

1020 and 1026).

An early view of the structure when it was known as the Eavey, Lane and
%ompag%)Building was published in the 1896 Baltimore American I1lustrated
p. 154).

The destruction of the original facade of this building is a great loss

The loss and replacement by a pseudo-

This

approach has needlessly destroyed many of America's cultural resources.
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Scharf, J. Thomas: History of Western Maryland (2 vols.). Philadelphia: GJA"H&§”4(7
Louis H. Everts, 1882 (II, 1182). _ -

EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore American Illustrated Edition 1896: The State of Maryland.
Baltimore: Baltimore American, 1896, p. 154, S -
Morgan, William. Notes on file at Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD.
Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.
Williams, Thomas J. C. ‘A History of Washington County, Maryland (2 vols.).
Hagerstown, Md.: John M. Runk and L. R. Titsworth, 1906 (II, 1020, 1026).
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

The property measures approximately 94.8'x 240'.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)
ORGANIZATION ' DATE
City of Hagerstown March 2, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
City Hall (301) 731-3200
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hagerstown Trust Company is a 3 storey brick
building with its main entrance on the corner, the
building lining bothjwashington Street and the alley
between it and the courthouse. On the ground level
Romanesque brick arches (full height) are the main
feature of the building containing the windows; two
of these arches face Washington Street, while there are
three down the alley. Above the entrance door, this
champfered corner of the building has a projecting
oriel window which rounds out the corner. Except for
constructional brick bands between the second and third
storeys and at cornice level, the building is unorna-
mented.
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Aboriginal Education i} Political O Urban Plenning i}
Prehistoric ™ Engineering ™ Religian/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry O losophy O architecture
Agriculture — Invention ] Science O townscape
Art ™ Landscape Sculpture —
Commerce ™ Architecture [} Social/Human-
Communications [ ] Literature — itarian O
Conservation O Military ™ Theater ‘ O
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIcANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

- The Hagerstown Trust Company performs an important
function in the streetscape of this portion of West Wash-
ington Street, for its accentuation at the corner sets off
the commercial structures east of it and keeps them from
doing too much visual damage to the Courthouse, which is
set back slightly from the street. In addition, the Bank
is an example of late Romanesque, or more correctly,
Sullivanesque and shows the impact of such important
building's as Sullivan's Carson-Pirie~Scott Building in
Chicago, as well as the somewhat streamlined quélity
achieved by using little ornament.

[The Bank's arches are instructive when compared to
the street facade of Newberry's next door, its arches
directing attention to the window rather than having just
an endless wall of glass, which is hardly enticing. ]
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forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
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Title

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register
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